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Current political status:

• Democrats in power in the White House, 
U.S. House of Representatives, and U.S. 
Senate, through 2022. No guarantee of 
maintaining House or Senate majority in 
2023.

• Medicare expansion to cover hearing has 
been identified as a top priority for 
several key Congressional leaders.

• IHS is presently taking all necessary steps 
to advocate for appropriate and fair 
policies (lobbying, coalitions, etc.).

• The primary vehicle is the “budget 
reconciliation” bill, which requires only a 
simple majority vote in the Senate.

• The budget bill will fund the 2022 FY 
Federal Budget.

In the 117th

Congress 
(2021-2022)
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What would the House bill do?

Would newly authorize coverage for 
hearing aids and related tests.  Hearing aids 
would be defined as prosthetic devices, 
and be available to Part B beneficiaries who 
have moderately severe to profound 
hearing loss, one per ear every 5 years, 
beginning in 2023.

In the original bill, hearing aid specialists 
were not included as providers.

What has IHS accomplished?

In the House-passed bill, hearing aid 
specialists are included as Medicare 
providers of hearing assessments and can 
provide the direct order for a hearing aid.

IHS is still actively engaged in discussions to 
refine and improve the language with 
Senate staff.

IHS’ Policy 
Goals
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Past, 
Present, 
and Future

• Next up, the Senate will consider its 
reconciliation bill language, which is 
expected to differ from the House 
reconciliation bill language.

• The two chambers will need to agree and 
pass the same language.

• The bill then goes to the President for 
signature.

• The Senate Majority Leader is targeting a 
Senate vote before Christmas, but this 
timeline may slide.

• IF Medicare expansion passes, many of 
the details will be decided by the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services.  IHS 
will also be very involved in this process, 
and will ensure IHS members receive 
useful information about Medicare 
participation. It will be up to businesses 
to decide whether they want to 
participate.



For more 
information

Start here

bit.ly/IHSMedicare

• Action alerts
• Bills
• IHS updates
• Relevant news
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Key Dates: 

• FDA released proposed rules on 
October 20, 2021.  

• Comments are due January 18, 
2022.

The Subjects of the Rules:

• Adds new classification of Over the 
Counter Hearing Aids, and includes 
labeling, specifications, intended 
use, preemption details, and more.

• Changes the rules governing 
traditional hearing aids, to be 
called “prescription hearing aids,” 
removes the physician 
clearance/waiver requirement for 
all ages, heavily reliance on 
labeling.

Proposed 
Rules and 
Timing
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IHS performed a detailed analysis of 
the proposal, for which we have 
several areas of concern and 
recommendations.

IHS is:

• Developing and will be submitting 
comments

• Providing guidance to members 
and other stakeholders on drafting 
comments

• Meeting with state licensing 
boards upon request to encourage 
them to comment on issues of 
concern

• Working with other national 
organizations to coordinate 
comments as appropriate

Proposed 
Rules and 
Timing



OVER
THE
COUNTER 
HEARING 
AIDS

We need YOU to submit comments 
when the comment period opens!

• Federal agencies, including FDA, 
need input from stakeholders and 
subject matter experts.  This is 
obtained during the comment 
period.

• The FDA reviews each comment 
submitted and must respond to 
comments in their final rulemaking 
documentation.

• FDA looks for data, science, and 
reasoning in making its 
determinations.

• The more comments in favor of our 
positioning, the more attention our 
recommendations will receive.

• Form letters have less impact than 
individualized, personal comments.

• Consumers, consumer electronics, 
and others will advocate for their 
own positions, which will likely be 
different from ours (at least in part).

Take action!



Access Information

Learn about commenting and access talking points here: 
https://bit.ly/IHSOTCWebpage

https://bit.ly/IHSOTCWebpage


All our advocacy 

work relies on 

voluntary donations.

Please arrange your donation today :
bit.ly/2021IHSDonation via ihsinfo.org or 

text “ihsinfo” to 56651



BUSINESS TOOLS & 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT



Learn how to: 

 Grow your practice with new and 
talented staff

 Enhance your existing training program

 Receive financial incentives & benefits

Seeking New Talent? Check out the
National Apprenticeship Program!

Learn more: bit.ly/IHSDOLApprenticeship

Let us know your interest: bit.ly/DOLEmployerInterest

U.S. DOL Apprenticeship 

Training Program



The first and only official PREP tool 
available for the International 
Licensing Examination (ILE). 
Subscribers get instant access to: 

200+ previously-used exam questions

Topic-level feedback

Flashcards relevant to ILE questions

A brief practice exam with instant 
results ihsinfo.org/testprep

Prepare. Perfect. Pass.

Licensure Preparation Tools



This Total Training Solution is a 
companion to the Distance Learning 
for Professionals in Hearing Health 
Sciences course!

Trainer Toolbox resources include:
✓ Best practices for recruiting and 

hiring, leadership and management, 
and skills for mentoring

✓ IHS Clinical Practice Guidelines and 
policy statements

✓ Key links to industry news

✓ Helpful tools to share with your 
apprentice(s)

✓ Webinars for clinical and business 
skills

Visit 
ihsinfo.org/trainermanual

Licensure Preparation Tools

3rd. Ed. Trainer Manual & Trainer Toolbox



Professional Development

Why Get Board Certified? 

✓ Increase confidence, recognition, and 
client awareness

✓ Enhance career advancement and 
earning potential

✓ Demonstrate the commitment to 
excellence and the desire to excel 
beyond normal requirements

✓ Distinguish yourself and your practice, 
including amidst non-certified peers 
and DTC retailers

Let your clients and 
community know 

you’re committed to 
excellence and they 
are receiving top-

notch care.

NBC-HIS has created 
customizable 

marketing materials to 
help certificants 
promote their 

prestigious 
designation!

Learn more at nbc-his.com



Free for one year: membership to the 
American Cochlear Implant Alliance
IHS members may enjoy a complimentary one-year membership to the ACI 
Alliance. Affiliation with ACI Alliance elevates you as a knowledgeable 
resource amongst your clients and community. No matter which country you 
reside in, you receive access to resources that expand your network and 
knowledge about cochlear implants, and allow you to better serve clients by 
making cochlear implant (CI) referrals when appropriate. Sign up today!

bit.ly/ACIAllianceSignup
Use code IHS to receive one year of 

FREE Membership 

(subject to 2021 IHS Membership verification)

Business Tools and Resources



Exclusively for IHS members, the Compliance Plan 
Development Guide offers the small hearing aid 
business a simple step-by-step outline for 
developing a compliance plan, tips to increase its 
effectiveness, and a sample plan for reference. If 
you don’t yet have a compliance plan or want to 
refine your existing one, this FREE resource can 
help you get started.

Effective use of a compliance plan contributes to:  
• Minimizing organizational and individual risk

• Avoiding serious sanctions through plan 
implementation and observance

• Preventing and detecting unethical/illegal 
conduct

• Establishing a uniform process and procedures 
for staff and business associates to follow

The IHS Compliance Plan 
Development Guide is available 
for FREE download on the IHS 

member website, under 
Resources.

Business Standards and Compliance

Compliance Plan Development Guide

myhome.ihsinfo.org


Not an IHS member yet?
Don’t delay. JOIN NOW!

ihsinfo.org

Already a member? Thank you for your support and 
membership in IHS!

Questions? Contact IHS at 734-522-7200 or interact@ihsinfo.org

mailto:interact@ihsinfo.org?subject=IHS%20Membership%20Inquiry

