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(2021-2022)

Current political status:

* Democrats in power in the White House,
U.S. House of Representatives, and U.S.
Senate, through 2022. No guarantee of
maintaining House or Senate majority in
2023.

* Medicare expansion to cover hearing has
been identified as a top priority for
several key Congressional leaders.

 |HS is presently taking all necessary steps
to advocate for appropriate and fair
policies (lobbying, coalitions, etc.).

* The primary vehicle is the “budget
reconciliation” bill, which requires only a
simple majority vote in the Senate.

* The budget bill will fund the 2022 FY
Federal Budget.




Medicare What would the House bill do?
Coverq g e Would newly authorize coverage for

hearing aids and related tests. Hearing aids
of H eqring would be defined as prosthetic devices,
and be available to Part B beneficiaries who
Aids have moderately severe to profound
hearing loss, one per ear every 5 years,
beginning in 2023.

In the original bill, hearing aid specialists
were not included as providers.

What has IHS accomplished?

In the House-passed bill, hearing aid
specialists are included as Medicare

IHS’ PO"CY providers of hearing assessments and can
Goals

provide the direct order for a hearing aid.

IHS is still actively engaged in discussions to
refine and improve the language with
Senate staff.
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Med ICCII'e Next up, the Senate will consider its

reconciliation bill language, which is

COVGI’CI g e expected to differ from the House

reconciliation bill language.

o
Of H edri ng The two chambers will need to agree and
AidS pass the same language.

The bill then goes to the President for
signature.

The Senate Majority Leader is targeting a
Senate vote before Christmas, but this
timeline may slide.

IF Medicare expansion passes, many of
the details will be decided by the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services. IHS
Pde, will also be very involved in this process,
and will ensure IHS members receive

Presenf' useful information about Medicare

and Fufure participation. It will be up to businesses
to decide whether they want to
participate.

HS
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IHS Advocacy Take Action on Medicare Hearing Aid Expansion

Colleague

Medicare Coverage of Hearing Aids

The time for you to take action has arrived! The House and Senate are retuming from
IHS Updates recess and are turning attention to the details of the budget reconciliation package.
Democratic leaders in both chambers, as well as President Biden, have expressed their
intention to include Medicare hearing aid coverage in the final budget package.
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We need your help to influence the outcome. Below we outline ways you can

History and IHS Policy participate in our efforts.
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ot egiiug sroposats Ifyou reside in the district of a member of any of the following committees or
) » Congresspersons listed below, your action is especially important at this time. Click the
Congressional Activity and News committee link to view a list of members. These committees are crafting the bill language and

Legisiation i ne 117th Congress (2021-2022) the members are very impactful in the process.
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e I C a re International Heaﬁng Society PROVIDERS: Urge Addition of Hearing Aid Specialists for Medicare

Hearing Aid
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Take cfon now Completethe below oertac information form sing your HOME address. and fdesred.include 2 personsized
= citable section of the message that wil be defiversd fo your Senators and LS. Reprassntative. Your parsonalized
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Have hearing loss? Congress is debating Medicare coverage for
hearing aids, yet omitting hearing aid specialists as providers would
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Action alerts
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IHS updates

Relevant news

 Required fields Ensure Acoess for Medicare Hearing Al Coverage
| P s ek,
1 Mecioare is expancied to incude hearing aids, meaningful coverage can
Fsthewe cniy b= schisved i =l peints of scoess ar= svailsble to Medicars
]| bansfiares, including hearing aid spacialsis

pasthiame || Hearing 3us 3nd related sxams nave besn exciuced fom Mecicare since s

incaption, and anly for that reason have heanng aid Speclists not been
‘2dded 2= Mediears oroviders up Lnii tis point. Now s tha tme to a2

] hesring sid specilists. who provide hslf of all hesring sids o the general
public, including the eiderfy popuiabon, serving as trusted and qualifed
peints of entry into the hearing healthcars system.

Hear \ngadsneuz sts are mare acoessible in rural aress where a
| 2 number of older Americans reside. provide hign-quality
cara. 3ni parie 52t i fesera) S stets pregrams, and insurance S1ans

Medicare providers of hearing
mericals Medicare-sigible population wil be
for appoinments, iraveling long distances to

2y Opt o go withous, thersby sacrfcing their quality of e,
safety, and other heatth outcomes.

]  hesring sid spesialists are not sdded
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» Personaiize your messzge
45 3 hesring 2id specalist, presently 80-85% of my patients
2nd oidar. Net enly do we have 2n establizhad relationship, but
ey nave anssen s came e. Diverting my patient base
10 2n sudilogist who may

1 and have not aireacy registared,
paricaic upastes 2n
s fram International Hearing

eed of hearing care in my community




OV E R Key Dates:

TH E * FDA released proposed rules on
October 20, 2021.

COU NTER * Comments are due January 18,

2022.
H EARI NG The Subjects of the Rules:
AI DS * Adds new classification of Over the

Counter Hearing Aids, and includes
labeling, specifications, intended
use, preemption details, and more.

* Changes the rules governing
traditional hearing aids, to be

called “prescription hearing aids,”
Proposed removes the physician
Rules and clearance/waiver requirement for
2 f all ages, heavily reliance on
T’m’ng labeling.
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OVER IHS performed a detailed analysis of
TH E the proposal, for which we have
several areas of concern and

COU NTER reco.mmendations.
HEARING RS 18

* Developing and will be submitting
Al DS comments

* Providing guidance to members
and other stakeholders on drafting
comments

* Meeting with state licensing
boards upon request to encourage

Proposed them to comment on issues of

concern
Rules and o |
* Working with other national

organizations to coordinate
comments as appropriate

Timing

HS




OVE R We need YOU to submit comments
when the comment period opens!

TH E * Federal agencies, including FDA,
need input from stakeholders and

COU NTE R subject matter experts. This is

obtained during the comment

HEARING period.

 The FDA reviews each comment
AI Ds submitted and must respond to

comments in their final rulemaking
documentation.

 FDA looks for data, science, and
reasoning in making its
determinations.

* The more comments in favor of our
positioning, the more attention our
recommendations will receive.

* Form letters have less impact than
individualized, personal comments.

 Consumers, consumer electronics,
and others will advocate for their
own positions, which will likely be
different from ours (at least in pa.rt).

iHS

Take action!




. Access Information

Learn about commenting and access talking points here:

https://bit.ly/IHSOTCWebpage

IHS Advocacy

Related Resources

Advocacy Home Direct to Consumer &
International Affairs Over the Counter 1HS Resources
US Federal Affairs Hearing Aids IHS, AAA ADA ASHA Consensus Paper "Requlato

State and Provincial Affairs

1HS Policy

IHS Policy Statements National Policy Updates
Take Action

Payer Advocacy

IHS Advocacy Alliance IHS Policy

IHS Advocacy Center
The purchase of hearing aids direct by consumer using the
internet, in-person, without the involvement of a licensed

=

¥ and trained hearing health p i o

d .
b

outcomes and places consumers at risk of missed, and
sometimes serious, medical pathclogy. or being improperty
and/or inappropriately firted with hearing devices, IHS
strongly urges anyone who suspects they may have
hearing loss to see a licensed professional - 3 hearing aid
specialist or audiclogist - to determine whether hearing
aids can help or medical intervention may be necessary.
IHS encourages providers and the public to review its best
practices and position statement for further information.

IH. ition St n surner Sales

IHE leaders with LS. Congressman David Mckinley (R-

WAL Co-Chai of the Congressional Hearing Healeh National Policy Updates
Caucus

In recent years, several workgroups and policymakers have
taken steps to establish an over-the-counter hearing aid

classification in order to meet the needs of individuals who
require this approach to cbtain hearing assistance. These
efforts led to the passage of a new law in 2017, contained

Recommendations for OTC Hearing Aids: Safety and
Effectiveness”

Joint Statement on Direct-to-Consumer Sales and
Consumer-Administered Hearing Testing

< oTC . - psAps:
Implications of the PCAST and NAS Reports (6/28/16)

Federal/Agency Resources

Congress: PL 115-52, FDA Reauthorization Act -
Containing 2017 Owver the Counter Hearing Ald Act

EDA: How to Get Hearing Aids

FDA: Letter to Industry re: OTC hearing aids
(7/24N18)

FDA: Immediately in Effect Guidance Document:

(12/12/18)

FDA Workshop: “Streamlining Good Manufacturing

Practices for Hearing Alds™ [(4/21/18)

FTC: US. Federal Trade Commission Apeil 2017
arkshop: “Mew Hear This: Competitian innoyation

Care”

MASEM: June 2016 National Academy of Sciences,
Engineering and Medicine Report on Hearing
Care: Summary and Full Report



https://bit.ly/IHSOTCWebpage

All our advocacy
work relies on

voluntary donations.

Please arrange your donation today :
bit.ly/2021IHSDonation via ihsinfo.org or
text “ihsinfo” to 56651
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U.S. DOL Apprenticeship
Training Program

Seeking New Talent? Check out the
National Apprenticeship Program!

Learn how to:

% Grow your practice with new and
talented staff

% Enhance your existing training program

* Receive financial incentives & benefits

Learn more: bit.ly/IHSDOLApprenticeship

Let us know your interest: bit.ly/DOLEmployerinterest



Licensure Preparation Tools

®ILERE =

The first and only official PREP tool |
available for the International - —
Licensing Examination (ILE).

Subscribers get instant access to:

® 200+ previously-used exam questions

© Topic-level feedback Prepare. Perfect. Pass.

® Flashcards relevant to ILE questions

® A brief practice exam with instant .
results ihsinfo.org/testprep




l“-l‘ ‘ Q Licensure Preparation Tools

a 3rd. Ed. Trainer Manual & Trainer Toolbox

This Total Training Solution is a
companion to the Distance Learning
for Professionals in Hearing Health
Sciences course!

Trainer Toolbox resources include:
v’ Best practices for recruiting and
hiring, leadership and management,
and skills for mentoring

v" IHS Clinical Practice Guidelines and o VISIF

policy statements ihsinfo.org/trainermanual
v’ Key links to industry news
v" Helpful tools to share with your

apprentice(s)

v Webinars for clinical and business
skills



N BC Professional Development
H I S Why Get Board Certified?

community know

‘NBC Let your clients and

v" Increase confidence, recognition, and BOARD —_ you're committed to
: CERTIFIED
client awareness LS. excellence and they
INSTRUMENT are receiving tOp-
v" Enhance career advancement and SCIENCES notch care.
earning potential
v ' :
Demonstrate the commltment to 9 =<7 " B NBC.HIS has created
excellence and the desire to excel b S customizable

‘C%?ED?NN&“ marketing materials to
help certificants
promote their
prestigious
designation!

beyond normal requirements

v' Distinguish yourself and your practice,
including amidst non-certified peers
and DTC retailers -

Learn more at nbc-his.com
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Business Tools and Resources

X

ALLTANCE

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Free for one year: membership to the

American Cochlear Implant Alliance

IHS members may enjoy a complimentary one-year membership to the ACI
Alliance. Affiliation with ACI Alliance elevates you as a knowledgeable
resource amongst your clients and community. No matter which country you
reside in, you receive access to resources that expand your network and
knowledge about cochlear implants, and allow you to better serve clients by
making cochlear implant (Cl) referrals when appropriate. Sign up today!

Use code IHS to receive one year of
FREE Membership

(subject to 2021 IHS Membership verification)

bit.ly/ACIAllianceSignup




Business Standards and Compliance
Compliance Plan Development Guide

Exclusively for IHS members, the Compliance Plan
Development Guide offers the small hearing aid
business a simple step-by-step outline for
developing a compliance plan, tips to increase its
effectiveness, and a sample plan for reference. If
you don’t yet have a compliance plan or want to
refine your existing one, this FREE resource can
help you get started.

Effective use of a compliance plan contributes to:
* Minimizing organizational and individual risk

* Avoiding serious sanctions through plan
implementation and observance

* Preventing and detecting unethical/illegal
conduct

* Establishing a uniform process and procedures
for staff and business associates to follow

COMPLIANCE PLAN
DEVELOPMENT GUIDE

= 5!?{?'-:117 resouce to help bearing aid dispensing practices
a clear; effective, and v pli plan.

The IHS Compliance Plan
Development Guide is available
for FREE download on the IHS
member website, under
Resources.
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| PROUD MEMBER
Not an IHS member yet?
Don’t delay. JOIN NOW!

International
Hearing
Society
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Already a member? Thank you for your support and 3
membership in [HS!

Questions? Contact IHS at 734-522-7200 or interact@ihsinfo.org
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